62                CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
Brave, noble, skilled in courtesies j
And mayhap many another came
Of whom I do not know the name.
These noblemen then took to horse
And on the road made rapid course
Toward Palermo, there to bring
And tell their message to the king.57                                    890
WHO  REPLIES  WITH   FAIR WORDS
King Tancred, who was very wise,
Gave hearing to the deputies.
With much adventure had been filled
His life y he was good clerk and skilled
To write. He knew what had been done.
No long deliberation
He made; he did not pause or stay,
But made reply without delay
Unto the king of England's men,
That to his country's regimen,                                                       900
The customs of King William, and
The lords and barons of his land
This quarrel he would now submit,
And do what seemed to all most fit.
And if Messina's burgesses
Had done unseemly vilenesses
To harm the kings and to offend,
They should be held to make amend.
And when the messengers sent by
King Richard had heard this reply,                                               91 o
Some among them declared, indeed,
That the king should not thuswise plead,
And much they spoke in remonstrance.
57 The Itinerartum (p. 166) has here a paragraph telling how Philip was jealous
and demanded a share in the plunder of Messina. Richard, angered, made preparations
to depart, but Philip forced a reconciliation and they renewed their agreement to
share equally. This is the same quarrel which Ambroise narrates earlier and which
was settled by the treaty of October 8. The Itmerctrmm would seem to have placed it
out of its proper order.